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terrorise Against 


js Business Firms Abroad 


Xn xec^it years uS business liras overseas have 
been frequent targets for terrorist attacks in a a® 
bor of Latin American countries, Attacks against 
Anerican. firsaa have also occurred on occasion in the 
* ^ eao ^ : an ^ Western rurope . Cd^anies such as Coca-- 
*.o.la r Pan American Airways, ant! IBM are used a m con- 
venient eytsbols of 'foreign aggression 4 and "icmorl- 
alism .by extremists who resort to acts of violence 
ror « variety of reasons. The trend toward nation™ 
aliatic policies in *ueh of the world probably has : 
acicec impetus to those who seek to victimise of com- 
panies, The proliferation of. American-owned businesses 
in many countries weans that as firms are often easier 
acca saible . 


OS firms r like 


In scat instances the Lorbings of 
those in Mexico earlier this month, arc the work of 

v OC! fb . - ® i<3ent 9 rou P® that are essentially motivated 
©y the internal politics of their own country. In 
casas, particularly in Western Eurooe , the at 
tfteks against US firms are expressions of anti-Vietnam 
*'** . sentiments * The violence directed at American 
cosiness is not part, of a campaign against 08 firms 

x>Ut ratlier a result of political conflict 'in 
wnlch these companies are identified with the estab- 
lishment or with policies opposed by nationalistic ; 
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dins id ant groups* Those responsible for the violence 
have at ao«t only loose, occasional links with ter- 
rorist groups elsewhere and do not appear to toe in- 
volved in an international conspiracy . An irportant 

excep tion is the alliance of fcrab terrorist organ! ga- 
tions that have conducted operations across national 
borders in the uideast and in Western Europe , 

Arab terrorist groups t buoyed by the publicity 
received fsem the guerrilla operation at Munich during 
ttie Olysapic &mm&, may well attempt to step up their 
activities over the next several r oaths * If so# US 
finss and official installations, particularly in 
sifestern ivtirope and the j tideast „ would probably otsrM>» 
under attack . The fsiayeen have dismisseu such plans 
frets tir-e to ti mt. 

Sporadic tooubings an?: other forr*s of violence 
carried out against . erican companies are also likely 
in several Latin />.erican countries, but no coord i 
riat&a plan of attack against these firms is foreseen . 
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'she bombings of \m -owned businesses on 14 • 3 $ 
September were the first directed against S»rie4n 
coi^Nudea in Mexico in recent rje*$ory * Although there 
have L'fi«rj si>oradic attacks. Including herbings * : 

against US consulates and other US Goverrowmfc- af 4 i te 
istaft installations in past years , nemo has been, 
serious or part of an organ! asm? terrorist ca ap alfo? , 
Stedlarlyy there is no evidence that the recent ex- 
plosions ere part of any broad plan. Because they 
cane 48 hours before .--rexieo * s Independence .Day cel - 
Oration , they r«> doubt wra set off by dissident 
elcsamts to arabarras s President Echevarria, Terrorist 
incidents designs. I to disrupt national holidays and 
celebrations and thus achieve asaxisr-ur. publicity have 
occurred in recent years. 


The i>o. ? »tos were exploded at, tie offices of IB? 
and Portl ,'otor Co. in Mexico City, Pepsi Cola and 
Coca-Cola in Morelia, arid at another Coca-Cola office 
in Guadalajara. With the exception of the XSH building, 
where two Ixjsbs d*r»acj<HJ intricate electronic ecru ip- 
»eat at the company's met teportanfc causaputer center 
in Batin Ajewcica , only isinor damage was reported . 

Mexican public buildings have also boon tercets . On 
the night the t IB co^anios wre hit . boefc* exploded 
at the offices of a government financial institution 
in the center of Mexico City and at a nearby Mexican— 
ofemou clothing store. On 4 September a bonst? was 
fti^loded near the- entrance to the Secretariat of 
Finance, which is housed, in the national Palace . 


ho group has claimed responsibility for thesis 
bombings . Suspects have been detained f and they i 
iaay be linked to an extras* leftist peasant-labor' 
guerrilla group that iiexlcta security officials be- 
lieve was responsible ior exploding a botfsb at the 
ha ti anal Palace earlier title m o n th , just before the 
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nii 


ter 


■fmekmxm of this group have long jwsvn . 

rorist acts against in' teres ts _ <*i „ U J : , *>-= 

class/' which they consider tnc axgiOi^. ; * 

US cnnpanles w«**e sing loo ouv in tacii i»l«.« * 

Several other guerrilla/tnrrorist organi«atl^ 

have arpoarea in ^xioo in, the last 

of tho* have pulled off Veble>» *’>* th« 

that have created a nagging security p*w>J 

SveriScnt. Any « of Vmm : 

Student organisation could navo been tr^ 

nl(vlfln - o he dissidents believe the hexicsn revoiv 

plosion® . -»« l **-*~** f Kn , t . :.texican • eatab 

■felon has run out of steafc an- t..at #»«*«• 

lishieenf perpetuates the status ~ ^ 

of representative political ^gtah- 

are seen not only as part and parcel 

1 4 H hw*nt . ' but also as representing tvOKom - *•■ ify r, 
llSlHJWJt* . i.. .«.««! *. **►, xm ► fetr the radteii, 

alisrn/’ and are thus a n 

groups . iJofl pi fee s 
rity forces, sporadic tr 
continue - 


, ” bUt aiE« '.. . , 

awl are thus a natural target for the radical 

',-un efforts by .uaxican seem- 
■rrcrist activity will probably 


AH flEflTl Hfe 

US businesses havu been frequent targets of ter 
ror«st attacks in recent years. f -bo *x>a* aerims# 

- - • * - 19 €9 durii 


Governor Rockefeller * s 


incident eas*a in ««•*«“ — . ^ < ». «n 

fact-finding trip bo Buenos Birea. 
that occasion were professional «no **«~1 ' 

all involved sunermrkets at least partially 

toefcefellc** interests, This outburst 


appears to have 


i*©« 


eirimairily hh express left 


Argentine ~ na t ion a 1 ism and was' probably carried out 
by an established terrorist group to gain p^«-‘ 
publicity. 

Since 1169 there have been sav«ral_ inciuvBts ^ 
involving US b«ir.es ? «. hut on the s*ale n, 

the .uperwrket bort>l«w»- 

tte^eurqe^hcvever, Mit. TgL&Utt 


been 


objective of ridding Argentina 


Relies. ' In fact* other foreign businesses -Fid, 

of* Italy and certain British firra have suffer at. J»a 

much «» us cKtftpani&a . 
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lies becoeve the watchwora • of 
leftists in general, but there is no evidence of . an. 
organized campaign against UB businesses. Seme. in- 
events can be attributes’ to organized terrorist 1 
groups, but others wore staged, by unorganized pro- 
testers who were aiiagsly presented with a. target and 
an opportunity. In all cases, the attacks on US 
buoinasses were the direct outgrowth of strictly 
Argentine proelerw and developraents . Security forces 
have made great stxiries in containing terrorism i.n. 
general and attacks sciainst 'QB installations , in 
particular. There have teen »o attacks in recent 
weeks . 

vmEmphh 

during fclie pant decade , us businesses and in- 
stallations have frequently linen targets for Veue • 
nuela’s several, active terrorist mid guerrilla or- 
ganisations . The peak of this activity was reached 
during the Kid- 60s, when leftist groups attempted to 
undermine Venezuela's democratic govermaent . The 
success of the Christian Der-ocrstic government * s 
* pacification ' r campaign since 1968 has resulted in 
the assimilation of saost of the dissidents into the 
country’s political life. The entire utarx.isii left 
is now functioning legally and generally eschews ■ 
violence, t.'opse die-hard insurgents , however, are 
still active in sriall rag- tag Imnds, nnd they at- 
tract some disenchanted foot h, 

After a long hiatus, urban terrorism and rural 
guerrilla activity resumed in -fay and June If 72, Fuels 
of the violence was aimed at the Caldera government » 
but US government ins t*il«tiooa and private US m*si - 
ness interests wore also hit. The First watienal City 
Sank, of Hew twrk, Zntemati cna 1 Telephone and Tele j- 
graph, >$S'rcke-Sfi«rpe-Dolw»s Pharwsaoeaticais , the Caracas 
Hilton , and tee Rockefeller supermarket chain wore 
special targets of the terrorists . An upsurge in 
telephone harassment, including mnmiyt-xms borCu threats, 
was also reported by us businesses . ! 

Terrorist activities have run tee gamut fr© 5 » 
kidnaping and bombings to bank robberies and petty 
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crises i tl'tey appear to spring a» much frow domestic 
protests as from opposition to US influence, The 
attacks are intended to bolster the morale of the 
terrorists in the face of increasingly effective ;g©v~ 
crnsr.erit counterinsurgency operations to raise mney 
for terrorist causes; to embarrass the government 
and create an atmosphere of political instability? 
and finally to win over more moderate leftists and 
nationalists by striking out at what they believe 
to be symbols of US economic exploitation and 
domination . 


Venezuela ha© experienced an upsurge of nation - 
AlisH over the last couple of years , and xmoH of it 
is directed at the US. <3iven this clinuftte and the 
high visibility of sw« $2.7 billion in US private 
investments in the country, it is surprising that 
rsore attacks have not been directed against OS in- 
terests, particularly petroleum pipelines that are 
extremely vulnerable to sabotage. For the past 
several saonths the Caldera govormsent has had to ■ 
contend with repeated student dessone trations and 
violence in the tm jor urban centers, rluch of the 
disrupt ion probably ie directed by leftist extremists * 
but US businesses have experienced little violence . 



expect terrorist activities to increase between now 
and the presidential election in December 1373. i^n 
expected, close presidential race, the intro- action 
into the campaign of nationalistic issues , and a : 
volatile student population could create ar» atmos- 
phere lending itself to exploitation by terrorist 
jroui 



iWBEfk 


Elsewhere in Latin America , attacks against US 
businesses have been insignificant, and sporadic. Those 
that have occurred wore often related to politic® 1 or 
labor strife in the host country. In late 1971,, for 
example, sabotage at Colombia's Bar r a seaborne j a re- 
finery, partially ©vnedf Ky Texaco -"Sul * , caiae during 
a prolonged and bitter strike at this installation. 
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Student demonstrations and ricts h«*v& 
caused damage to US- owned property, b» 
the targets were not pre-selected hut 
to Jae in the path of search • Vuer© Ih no 
pattern or direction to such, attacks , en- 
try businesses also suffer * 


frequently 
t in many eases 
si xfl|> ly happened 


discernible 
: : host COttjV 


firr-a are 

perpe tra- 


Hhan boshing or robberies against U£ 
planned and carried out by terrorist*, tne ... 
tors are usually left-wing extremist® w« nave broken 
away from more orthodox Corsetmiat sow«s»entfl . In aany 
instances . the violence is part of the genera tiotia *, 
phenomenon, with disaffected, ultranationaUstie youth 
striking out at the local ‘ establi*hf3SRt ».tu% its tics 
to ‘"US ®eono©io imparl a 1 i 9Vt* " In Uruguay the Attpaiaaro 
organisation burned the Ssttsrol -■•iotors* plant in 19 €9 
around the tLvm of Governor Rockefeller’s visit to 
Montevideo, In April and Kay 1970, an International 


Harvester warehouse and several other 


-franchised 


including a branch of First national City Ua«k 
Squibb laboratories , and the distributor for Pa 11 lip 
»lorr is cigarettes, war© bombed. In west of these - in— 
stances, however , damage was light. 

Such attacks are a nasns of raising morale WK* 
acquiring funds and publicity. A rai* 4 on a US firtr 
or subsidiary guarantees ins tan taneoua And. interna- 
tional attention while n si:- liar act against a local 
business would go alaost unnoticed outside tha host 
country « 


It Is worth noting that the pro-Castro terror- 
ists in Guatesala, the roost persistent of the Her i ~ 
sphere's ’insurgents, have devoted little attention 
to US businesses . !.' urine the past decade, however , 

they have assassinated three wowfaers of the US diplo- 
rsatic nission, including an ambassador , kidnaped an- 
other, and attacked US Soverns»en.t property. Other 
terrorist organizations in Latin i,r»riea ^ nave also 
attacked US ©nfoaasies , consulates, binational centers, 
end TJSI® offices, while allowing substantial US pri 
vat© inv&atsaents to go relatively unrooleateo . 
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uuri ng the past tew years fe^ny^en groups h.we 
in tte M-l. '«he ; wrntl ^ 

at US businesses have been plannee, , --t for ^ 

reasons have not been implemented. „ af)r „ ims 

disclosure of the plans to local sen -Y f t ,. d 
probably led to preventive measures that frustrated 

ti« terrorist plans. 

Mast of the incidents that occurred involved 

sabotaqe of the oil pipeline- own®, by the 1- raoian •■ 
saoocayc oi have been five instances 

American Oil company; t.er« m.Vv. M rr. . T#v ~ 4 - n 

of sabotage sine* early 1971, visually 
otter Incidents include the blowing «P .1.1 S a 

Pjm luter icon 747 in Cairo in September X-7t aiU at a 
Trans" World ‘Airlinos 707 in Jordan that bad been n.i- 
SaTtne same time. In Hovorber of last, year, 
four explosions reportedly ait the w r 

Hotel in Limm, Which is rnanacen ay u ® Tm 

at one time had some US backing. *n January ^ 
facilities of the Kuwait Oil Company, which is Par- 
tially US -owned, were damaged by a bewt> blast. 

Other bombing attacks against US ; otmed oil op£ 
©rations in Saudi Arabia and the ^©tsitm^uif state, 
were planned by the fedayeen. In 1170, example , 

the fedayean attempted to wine a V.* oil tanke^ h 
Lebanon, us officials and private citizens in a or 
all^S Lebanon have been specifically oiteo as tar- 
gets in Arab terrorist plans. 


Tram, the Arab guerrillas* point of view, the 
Munich operations against, the Israeli olymp c ea»is 
was a success and encouragecl^ew to persist in 
playing terrorist tactics. The • uni cl- inti lent 
Srwtiwi the Palestinian cause. It arse . 4 ff Th®?e 

the lengths to which the Arab terrorists will go. ■ *-*«re 
hav® been numerous reports of fedayeen terrorist plans 
during the past few weeks, including ana 
tlie Fatah f » ' Black September Organisation uad a«.o*u -& 
embassies throughout the world to its list of targe- '*• 
Although the Black September Organization has ^ear, 
responsible for taost of th® recent Arao terrorist, 
activity, including the Munich attack, rival fedayeen 
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groups may also attempt to draw public attention by 
conducting dramatic operations . Thus the likelihood 
has increased that terrorist actions will bo carried 
out against both official and private US interests 
over the asset several months. 

HtlOTKW H EUR OPE 

'During c ay of this year, unexploded, bombs weije 
fofflt in. the Peris offices of Pan American Airways 
and Trans Worltf' Airlines . These incidents were prob- 
ably linked to attacks made at the seise time ag ainst 

official US facilities in France .. In late 1971 ■■ 

££(£3MHHM9HHS9fi9S9£fiHII ona anti war group 
in Paris had corspiled a list of American firsts and 
subsidiaries in preparation for a "campaign'* of un- 
specified nature against the firms* alleged involve- 
rent in Vietnam . 

In :si lan ( I taXjjr , a series of attacks was carried 
out against US cdfeserciai enterprises on 3- June 1972. 
Five boobs were exploded next to buildings occupied 

by American firms -the Honey we 11 -I tali a offices in 

the central city, the Honeywell plant and computer 
facilities on the outskirts of Hilar , a Bank of America 
branch office, ana the IBd office. In none of the 
incidents was the damage extensive. Leaflets left 
at the scene indicated that the attacks wore the work 
of local anti-war groups. The bombings appear to 
have been a one-time protest? no other incidents have 
occurred since then. 

Only two incidents directed against US business 
firms in S pain have been reported in the past few | 
years . In day of tills year the Pan American Airways 
office in Barcelona was slightly damaged during a ! 
"lightning raid' by some 300 youths shouting anti- 
war slogans . In May 1979 student, marchers caused : 
minor damage to the Sears Hoehuck store in Barcelona 
during derionstrations against *• -F activities in Caia- 
bodia. In the nether lands t only one serious attack 
against a US business Firm has occurred in recent. . 
years — in hay 1970 when Dutch anti -war demonstrators 
fire -bombed the Honeywell building in Amsterdam. :At 
the same time. First National City Bank, Pan American 
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Airways , and several other US businesses had the 
walls of their buildings painted with anti- American 
slogans and received bosib threats. Bomb threats 
were received by several US companies this summer , 
but no explosives were found. Similar minor incidents 
have occurred in West Germa ny during recent years . 
Usually the perpetrators were leftist students or 
other radicals engaged in anti-war marches or other 
demonstrations . 


E LSEWHERE 

In the Far East and Africa there has been no 
evidence of involvement by’ antT- American elements 
in organized terrorist attacks against US business. 
What little anti -US violence has occurred has usually 
been directed at US official installations. Thus 
far it has not been within the modus operand! of those 
anti-US groups that exist in Japan and other Far Bast 
countries to use bombs. Harassment activities occur, 
of course , but the violence that accompanies these 
activities is generally relatively mild, involving 
rock-throwing or fist- fighting. The occasional small- 
scale violence that has been focused on US companies 
in some African countries has apparently been spon- 
taneous and probably vandalism rather than the result 
of planning by extremist groups. 

In the Soviet Union and other Communist Eastern 
pBES3£SS2l countries, any activity directed agarnst~*.ls 
interests would almost automatically be government- 
sponsored or controlled. In trie past there have been 
occasional off ically staged or condoned demonstra- 
tions around US embassies in some of these countries , 
but no physical attacks against OS business. One ex- 
ception occurred in Yugoslav ia in 1970, when small, 
groups of extremist students engaged in a spontaneous 
demonstration against the US presence in Southeast 
Asia. Yugoslavia is the only Eastern European coun ■ 
try that has a terrorist problem. The ustashi — rem- 
nants of World War II Croatian fascists — have carried 
out attacks against Yugoslav installations at hone : 
and abroad over the past 18 months, but thus far have 
not attacked us facilities * Since of their fi- 

nancial support conies front emigres in the us f it sterns 
unlikely that the ustashi would jeopardize tills source 
of funds by attacking US firms or official installa- 
tions . 
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■" il ® boGsbiiujs and other acts of violence carried 


oet against /aster lean 


firsts 


overseas have been local 


pheno..tena rather than part of any international eon- 
spxracy. mere is no available evidence that axfcjjr<m- 
® in Latin Arteries have pi armed to conduct 

coordinated operations against US businesses, ??«* 

* 5 wtere appear to any close relations?)! {> beitfeen 

rtrab terrorist organisations and Latin American «*- 
tarenists who have attacked as cnmiRies ir- tafrir 
teerica. fbe sole exception i» the fedaveen organ! - 
xtti<%9 , which collaborate closely. 

eeoer-J^t? 6 *?? 1 .p cel y tiie fadayeen organisations, 

f? lly ^Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestrae, will afctaa-.pt to expand; their present iin- 
ited coamect*oaB with other terrorist groups. r “h^ ; 
main ©.tort at expansion probably will cm in the 
! Z*il**f J«»tern Europe and, to a ouch leaner de~ 

Jhit'JJ * 1 i,atin ^ rica « Tt iB unlikely, however, 
that these contacts will result in a formal interna- 
tional network of terrorist organisations in the 
foreseeable future. 
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